Saloon Car Racing - A Brief History

The Saloon Car concept was created late in 1998 by a group of enthusiasts who thought that relatively late model six cylinder Holden Commodores and Ford Falcons would make inexpensive and popular race cars at an entry level.  A Board of Management was formed to administer the “new” category, it consisted of a National Administrator, Secretary, Treasurer and a representative from each state.

The Technical Regulations were drafted and submitted to the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport (CAMS) for approval, once they were approved test vehicles were constructed and tested.  The regulations adopted many strictly controlled components including a brake and suspension package, wheels, tyres, computer (ECU), camshaft etc.

It took over eighteen months of research, testing and advice from people that had been involved in Production Car Racing in the early 90’s to finalise the regulations and to ensure that the parity between the Commodore V6 and the In-line OHC Falcon was even. 
A sponsorship proposal outlining the Saloon Car concept was presented to Mullins Wheels in 1999.  Mullins could see the potential that the category offered and agreed to be naming rights sponsors (CSA Alloy Wheels), this agreement was signed off before a Saloon Car had actually fired a shot in anger!  Corporate support has also come from Supaloc – Steel Building Systems, Pedders Suspension, Cebco Brakes, Bridgestone and Kumho Tyres.

These companies have made it possible for Saloon Cars to contest a National Championship/Series every year since 2000 each of which had television coverage.  2010 will be the tenth anniversary of the Saloon Car category.

Saloon Cars are basically very simple, the vehicles are six cylinder production based model VT Commodore and AU Falcon sedans, slightly modified for competition, safety and reliability.  The category is a full-on traditional battle between Holden and Ford that offers competitors high-speed thrills at a relatively low cost, and of course entertainment for the spectators.  Saloon Car racing has brought to Australian Motor Sport something that has been needed for a long time i.e. close, high-speed competition at a realistic cost.  Saloon Cars are envisaged as a vital step in Australian Touring Car racing.

Saloon Cars have been part of the support program of many of the highest profile race meetings in the country including the V8 Supercar Series, Clipsal 500, Konica/Fujitsu V8 Supercar Series, Indy 300, VIP Petfoods and OzEmail Queensland 500, Bathurst and four years of being a core category with the Shannons Nationals.

As aforementioned, the Saloon Car category will be celebrating its tenth anniversary in 2010, and its looking to be the biggest year thus far with new sponsors coming on board, and many high profile race meetings being part of the National Series, including Bathurst.

Saloon Car Trophy Class 

Prior to the introduction of the VT Commodore and AU Falcon models in 2006, the Saloon Car category consisted of VN/VP Commodore and EA/EB Falcon sedans.  These models are now the “backbone” of the category’s strong State based Championships, and at National Series rounds they contest the “Trophy Class” which is exclusively for these cars.

The “earlier” model cars are still very competitive, and with several competitors moving to the VT/AU models the supply of is plentiful. As with all models in the Saloon Car category, these cars have strictly controlled regulations and utilise all of the performance/safety components that are mandated for the later models.

The VN/VP Commodores and EA/EB Falcons are an extremely cost affective entry into Australian motor sport. 

A Year On Year History - Saloon Car Racing in Australia
2000 – 2000 was the inaugural year of the Saloon Car National Championship, and with the support of CSA Alloy Wheels a three round National Series was hastily put together.  A million things had to be done including convincing promoters that Saloon Cars were a viable support category for their major race meetings, a difficult task considering that most promoters didn’t even know what Saloon Cars were!  At the end of the day we cobbled together a mini Series supporting the V8 Supercars ate the Clipsal 500, Oran Park Super-Tourers and the Queensland 500 again with the V8 Supercars.  A total of 29 cars contested the Series.  Shane Beikoff (Qld) was the 2000 National Series Champion.  Shane currently competes in the V8 Supercar category.

2001 – The 2001 CSA Alloy Wheels National Series was run in conjunction with the Konica V8 Supercar Series and consisted of six rounds encompassing Qld, NSW, Vic and SA.  For the first time interstate travel assistance and prize money was on offer to the 53 competitors that contested the Series.  Tony Evangelou (Vic) was 2001 National Series Champion.  Tony also moved up to the V8 Supercar category.

2002 – The 2002 season heralded in a new era in the relatively short life of Saloon Car racing with the CSA Alloy Wheels National Series being officially sanctioned by CAMS.  The Series once again ran in conjunction with the V8 Supercars.  Sixty-eight different Saloon Cars and drivers contested the Series thirty-two of which were “rookies”.  Competitors came from all states including a strong contingent from WA and a couple from NT.            Bruce Heinrich (SA) was 2002 National Series Champion.

2003 – A seven round National Series supporting the V8 Supercars was contested in 2003 with highlights of each round being televised on Network Ten via the Trackside program.  A highlight of the season was again being part of the Clipsal 500 race meeting in Adelaide.  The CSA Alloy Wheels Series crossed the Nullabor for the first time to be part of the VB300 V8 Supercar meeting at Barbagallo Raceway in WA.      All rounds were over-subscribed with 40+ cars on the grid.  Bruce Heinrich (SA) successfully defended his title to be 2003 National Series Champion.

2004 – Clint Harvey (WA) was the 2004 National Champion after a very competitive six round Series.  The Series travelled to NSW, Vic, SA and again to WA.  Saloon Cars were again invited to support the V8 Supercars.  2004 was the most competitive Series so far with seven drivers going into the final round at Phillip Island with a chance of taking the title.  After three hard fought races with plenty of drama, Clint Harvey emerged a worthy Champion.

2005 – A seven round Series was contested in 2005.  The Series once again traversed the country and was part of the V8 Supercar Development Series, National Truck Racing Championship and the Australian Motor Racing Series.  Highlights of each round were televised on the SBS Network via the Speedweek program.  Two times Champion Bruce Heinrich regained the National Saloon Car Championship crown.

2006 – Several aspects of Saloon Car racing changed for 2006.  Most importantly the category was granted National Championship status as well as being invited to be a core category (one of five) in the CAMS National Racing Championships.  The 2006 Championship was contested over seven rounds with Symmons Plains Tasmania being included for the first time.
2006 was also the first year of the “new generation” VT Commodore and AU Falcon model Saloon Cars.  Bruce Heinrich was 2006 National Champion.

2007 – The 2007 Saloon Car Championship was the longest thus far.  It was contested over eight rounds beginning in April and running through until December.  An average of twenty cars contested each round.  Four new lap records were created during the year.  The lowlight of the year was the carnage caused by heavy rain at Mallala.  Bruce Heinrich was once again Champion.

2008 – Without doubt the major happening for 2008 was the Saloon Car category being invited to compete at Bathurst.  After many years of trying to get onto the Mount Panorama program, Saloon Cars were finally invited to be part of the action.  The Championship was contested over six rounds with Bathurst being round one and Sandown the “Grand Final”. Steve Kwiatkowski (SA) and Matt Lovell (SA) headed the leader board all year, and both had a chance of taking the title going into the final round.  Kwiatkowski held off a determined Lovell to take the title. 
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